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SALUSBURY-JONES, Ivor Cynric          
 

Lieutenant 
5th Battalion, Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
Place of Birth: Sutton Valance, Kent 
Date of death: Friday, 21st September 1916 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Puchevillers British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 
 

Ivor Cynric Salusbury was the eldest of the five 
children of Thomas Salusbury-Jones and Martha Tidy.  
 
Thomas Salusbury-Jones came from St. Asaph, 
Flintshire, Wales, where his father, also Thomas, ran a 
small tailors and drapery business and later was also 
the Postmaster.  It was a family concern and Thomas 
junior became a post office & telephone clerk. 
 
This was clearly not the career that Thomas wanted for 
within a few years he was studying Theology at 
Hackney College in Hampstead.  Whilst there, he met 
Martha Tidy from nearby St Marylebone and in 1893 

they were married. Martha’s father, a builder, was born at Borden in Kent, and it was 
at nearby Sutton Valance, the birthplace of her mother that Thomas first became a 
Congregational Minister. It was here whilst living in the Manse that their four sons 
were born, Ivor in 1894, Tudor in 1895, Merfyn in 1896 and Goronwy in 1899. 
 
In 1901 Thomas accepted the position of 
Minister at the West End Congregational 
Church in Haverhill, a position he held until 
1920. The family moved into the Manse in 
Withersfield Road and a daughter, Olwen, born 
in 1905 made the family complete. 
 
The four brothers were educated at the Perse 
School, Cambridge and it is not surprising to 
learn that, as the sons of a Minister, they were 
also members of the West End Church Sunday 
School.  
 
In 1913, Ivor (standing 2nd left in the family 
photo) was successful in winning the Classical 
Scholarship to Christ’s College Cambridge. 
Directly after taking his Tripos examination at 
Christ’s College, he applied for a commission 
through the Cambridge University Officers 
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Training Corps and on 6th July 1915 he was gazetted 2nd Lt in the 3/5th King’s Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry. At the beginning of January 1916 Ivor was promoted to 
Lieutenant. Although trained in the use of the machine gun, he went out to France on 
2nd September as an ordinary infantry officer. It was only a matter of days before Ivor 
found himself at front line in the Thiepval Sector and on the night of 16th September, 
exactly a fortnight after leaving England, he was seriously wounded  when a shell 
exploded while he was examining a sap or narrow trench used for communication.  
 
Five days later on 21st September, Ivor passed away in the Casualty Clearing Station 
as a result of the injuries he sustained. 

 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 30th September, 
1916 recorded the following: 
 
“Haverhill’s sons continue to fall at the Front and 
this week it is with regret that we record the 
death of two more, Lieut. I.C.S. Jones, of the 
King’s Own (Yorkshire Light Infantry), son of the 
Rev. T. Salusbury Jones, Pastor of the West End 
Congregational Church, and Mrs. Jones, had 
only been at the front for about a fortnight, and 
the trenches four days, when he was wounded.  
Five days later –on Thursday last week- he 
succumbed to the injuries he received.  He was 
only 22 years of age, and was a young man of 
much promise.”  
 

 
The British Weekly also reported Ivor’s death, describing how difficult he had found it 
to complete his University course when others were at the front. “Without waiting to 
be presented with his BA degree, he enlisted…”  
 
Ivor was buried in the Puchevillers British Cemetery along with some 1,750 other 
casualties. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Haverhill Roll of Honour (1914-1919) 

 

© Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

His headstone bears the inscription: 
 

‘TOWARD THE SUNRISING JOSHUA 1.15’ 
 
He is also commemorated at the Congregational Church in Haverhill and on the War 
Memorial in the Perse School. 
 

 
As one of 10 members of the West End Sunday 
School he is remembered on a bronze tablet 
given in 1920 by the Haverhill and District 
Sunday School Union.   
 
 
Ivor’s tablet (pictured) reads: ”In memory of Ivor 
Salusbury Jones, died of wounds, France, 
September 21st 1916.” 
 
 
 
 

 
The "Living Relatives" page of his military record lists his parents, brother Goronwy 
and sister Olwen at the West End Manse, brother Tudor with the Royal Engineers 
"A" Troop, 5th Cavalry Division in France and brother Merfyn in the Cadet Battalion 
at Downing College, Cambridge. 
 
Ivor was awarded the Victory and British Medals. 
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Ivor’s three brothers were also to enlist. Merfyn (standing first left in the family photo) 
was also an officer in the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. He was to lose his life 
almost two years later on 11th August 1918.  
 
 

          
 

Merfyn           Tudor                       Goronwy 
 

 
Their father was also in France in 1917 working as a chaplain for the YMCA.   

 

The Bury Free Press of Saturday 3rd March 1917 reported that Rev. T. S. Jones, 
minister of the West End Congregational Church had received his call and left the 
town the previous Friday. 

 
 


